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DATE CH# LESSON

FIRST TERM LESSONS

Lesson3 | SURAH LAHAB (MEMORIZE)

Lesson 1 | Punctuation Rules in the Holy Quran

Lesson2 | Wudhu and Tayammum in the Holy Quran

Lesson4 | Science in the Holy Quran — The Bee

Lesson5 | Dua from the Holy Quran-1

Lesson 17 | Duas from the Holy Quran -2

First Term Quran Exam

SECOND TERM LESSONS

Lesson 6 | SURAH AN-NASR (MEMORIZE)

Lesson 7 | Huruf al-Mugqattat: Letters of Abbreviation

Lesson 8 | Prophet Ibrahim(as) and the Magians

Lesson9 | Surah al- Bayyinah ( No Memorization)

Lesson 11 | Moral Lessons from the Holy Quran — Attitude towards
parents

Lesson 12 | Moral Lessons from the Holy Quran — Charms of everyday
conversation

Second Term Quran Exam

THIRD TERM LESSONS

Lesson 10 | SURAH AT-TEEN (MEMORIZE)

Lesson 13 | Moral Lessons from the Holy Quran — Patience

Lesson 14 | Parables in the Holy Quran

Lesson 15 | SURAH AT-TAKATHUR (MEMORIZE)

Lesson 16 | Suratul Insaan ( No Memorization)

Lesson 18 | Duas from Prophet lbrahim

Lesson 19 | Going for the ziyarah of the Ahl al-Bayt (A)

Third Term Quran Exam
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

O Allah, (please do) send blessings to Muhammad and the Household of Muhammad,
O Allah, be, for Your representative, the Hujjat (proof), son of Al-Hassan,
Your blessings be on him and his forefathers, in this hour and in every hour,
a guardian, a protector, a leader, a helper, a proof, and an eye.
until You make him live on the earth, in obedience (to You), and cause

\ him to live in it for a long time. )

ALLAAHUMMA KUN LE-WALIYYEKAL HUJJATIBNIL HASANE
SALAWAATOKA A'LAYHE WA A'LAA AAABAA-EHI
FEE HAAZEHIS SAA-A'TE WA FEE KULLE SAA-A'TIN
WALIYYAWN WA HAAFEZAWN WA QAA-EDAWN
WA NAASERAWN WA DALEELAWN WA A'YNAN
HATTAA TUSKENAHU ARZAKA TAW-A'N WA

\ TOMATTE-A'HU FEEHAA TAWEELAA. /
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LESSON 1:
PUNCTUATION RULES IN THE HOLY QUR’AN

The correct recital of the Holy Qur'an requires a complete familiarity with the rules of
punctuation and the places where one can pause. If one does not follow these rules,
the meaning of the verses can alter.

Imam "Ali (AS) was once asked the meaning of the verse:
0/ 000 W’

7
£ D555 0L B
/ /s /
And recite the Quran in a regulated tone. (al-Muzzammil, 73:4)

He replied that the verse means that one should recite using the proper rules of
Tajwid and the knowledge of the pauses (Wuquf).

To guide the reciter, the text of the Holy Qur'an contains various abbreviated
punctuation marks. These are dealt with in the next section.

Punctuation Marks used in the Holy Qur’an.
- / a Waqf al - Lazim

This is the Compulsory Pause. It is necessary to stop here otherwise one can
change the meaning of the verse.

¥ Wagf al - Mamnu’

If this sign is at the end of the verse, it is better not to pause. If it appears in the
middle of a verse, it is prohibited to pause.

L Waqf al - Mutlaq
This means the Absolute Pause. At this sign it is better to stop. After the break the

recitation should continue from the next word.

¢z Waqf Ja’iz

This means permissible pause. It is better to pause at this sign but it is also
permissible to continue.

5 Waqf Mujawwaz

It is better not to pause at this sign.

= Waqf Murakhkhas

This means a licensed pause. It is better to combine the next word in the recitation.
However, if the reciter is tired, a pause is permissible.

U_L‘a Alwaslu Awla

This means that it is better to continue.
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& Qila ° Alayhil Waqf

At this sign one can pause.

&d  Qif

This is an order to pause, and one should stop at this sign. The sign is used at all

places where the reciter would otherwise have continued without pausing.

o Saktah

Saktah means silence. Here one should have a short pause in such a way that the
breath is not broken.

add

This means a long pause. Here the pause is longer than in the above case, again
without breaking the breath.

R N AP Wagf al - Mu'anaqgah

When these signs appear close to each other, a pause at the first place makes a
pause at the second prohibited, because the meaning of the verse is incomplete.
One can pause at any one of the signs, but not both.

Jws Qad Yusal
At this sign one can continue, but there is no harm if one pauses here.

M Qila La Waqf " Alayh
It is better to continue the recital at this sign.

¢l Kadhalika
This sign means that the punctuation to be followed is the same as the previous one.
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LESSON 2:
WUDHU AND TAYAMMUM IN THE HOLY QUR’AN

Wudhu is needed before we can do certain action like praying our Salaat or touching
the words of the Holy Qur'an. And when we cannot use water, we may perform
Tayammum instead of Wudhu.

It is important to realise that Wudhu is for cleaning ourselves spiritually. So although
a person may be physically clean, he still must do Wudhu before he can pray, etc.

Some people wonder why we wash in a special way in Wudhu. Remember, the act
of Wudhu is in obedience to the will of Allah. So we perform Wudhu as taught in the
Holy Qur’an to show our submission to Allah and to His commands.

The Holy Qur’an, says:

v 0o S 0o So
(.Q,U \,L,.cb OM\ us\ (”“’ \;\ KA w\f‘

o’ you who belleve/ When you /get ready for prayers wash your faces

o// 0 /70 s 0 s o
(ﬁ} )))) \N\) O,a\),d\ uj\ (.gi.\i\)

and your hands with the elbows, and wipe a part of your heads and (a part of) your

feet
0/ 0

\uj\

to your ankles... (Surah Ma idah, 5:6)

In the same verse, Tayammum is also mentioned:

0 S VA A B VA NN e o}(/// /o} 7z 0
)2- )» AT LJa M | good < L | j.,uu (..b
Then, if you do not find water, tal;e some pure earth and wipe a part of your faces
o, 1774
4o ) 9
/ */ -

and (a part of) your hands with it... (Surah Ma-idah, 5:6)

It is interesting to note that despite there being a clear verse in the Holy Qur'an
explaining how Wudhu is performed, yet Muslims, who all believe in the same Holy
Qur’an, cannot agree on one method of performing Wudhu.

The difference is very marked. The Sunni wash their face including their ears and

wash their hands beginning from the fingertips up to the elbows. They then wipe their
whole head and finally they wash their feet.
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The Shi‘as wash their face up to the ears (not including the ears), then wash their
hands starting from the elbows down to the fingertips. They then wipe only a small
part of their heads and finally they also wipe their feet up to the ankles.

The difference is due to the interpretation of the verse and the words contained
therein. Interestingly, technical descriptions of simple words can sometimes become
a cause of differences between Muslims. For example, the word “face” - what are the
limits? Who defines what a face is? Does it or does it not include the ears? Does it
include the chin or not? And so many other questions. The important question after
all these questions is who decides?!

Well, we the Shi'as strongly believe that after the Holy Qur’an, our source of
guidance is the practice (Sunnah) of the Prophet (S) and the Aimmah (AS). We thus
turn to them and ask for clarification on any matter not clearly understood from a
verse in the Holy Qur’an. It is the Aimmah (AS) who explained to us how to interpret
the verse correctly and hence perform Wudhu correctly.

The face is just the first difference in this verse. The other one is “ilal Marfa” meaning
“to the elbows”. If it is to the elbows, is it not logical that it starts from the fingertips?
The Shi‘as believe we have no right to assume based on our logic.

Technically, the verse has only defined an end point for the part to be washed. It has
not specified the beginning point nor has it pointed out the direction in which water
must flow during the washing of this part. We therefore, once again, turn to the
teaching of our Aimmah (AS) to learn how to correctly perform Wudhu.

The wiping of the head is also an issue - is it the whole head that is wiped or only
part of the head? The Holy Qur’an clearly states “Wamsahu biru oosikum. The “bi”
before “ru-oosikum” signifies the fact that it is not the whole head, but part of the
head. The same applies for the feet also.

To summarise, the Holy Qur’an is a starting point for the method of performing

Wudhu. For practical guidance, we need to also study the teachings of our Aimmah
(AS).
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LESSON 3:
SURAH AL LAHAB

INTRODUCTION

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has five verses. It is Surah number 111 in the
Holy Qur’an.

The name of the Surah refers to Abu Lahab, who was the cousin of "Abdul Muttalib,
and a grand uncle of our Prophet (S). He was one of the worst enemies of the
Prophet (S) and Islam.

His real name was "Abdul "Uzza, but due to his fiery temper, he was called Abu
Lahab (the father of the flames).

It is interesting to note that Abu Lahab was aware that a Surah had been revealed
cursing him, and although he lived for a few years after that, he never thought of
trying to belie the Holy Qur'an by becoming a Muslim!

Text and Translation

y’)‘ s m\ﬁ

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

g 77 e g 77 0 g
’(\ ) ;4,5 u)~\ \v\) o
>/
May the hands of Abu Lahab perish, and may he perish (h/mself),

/// // AL o B 0 7

{r} ,oj Lo w&..o/&

His wealth will not help him nor will his deeds.
s/ 7 S £/ 20 A7

)} o o Lb e

Soon he shall burn in the flaming fire,
) //4 s Shz0 s

’{i} g‘ja):s ‘U\),A\j
And his W/fe, the bearer of firewood,
v v o/ / .
{o} dee ye J-> le.,\i.)- &
v / / 7/ w /

Upon her neck shall be a noose of twisted rope.
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Tafsir

We learn from this Surah that the wealth and power that a person enjoys in this
world will be of no use to him on the Day of Judgement if his actions have been
wicked.

Ayah 1. Abu Lahab’s hands have mentioned here because he lifted a large stone to
throw at the Prophet (S), following the invitation to Islam at Zul "Ashira.

Ayah 2. When Abu Lahab was warned about the hell-fire, he boasted that he would
escape it by buying his way out with his wealth.

Ayah 3. Here he is promised that he would soon get repayment for his enmity by
burning in hell.

Ayah 4. Umme Jamilah was the wife of Abu Lahab. It was her habit to collect thorny
branches and spread them out at night in the path that the Prophet (S) usually took.
In this way she tried to wound his feet. In this Ayah, she is promised the same fate
as her husband.

Ayah 5. In an accident, she was strangled by the same rope that she used to tie the
thorny firewood with. On the Day of Judgement she will have a rope of fire around
her neck for her wickedness.

Merits of Reciting Surah al - Lahab

1. The Prophet (S) has said, “If someone recites this Surah, | will wish that Allah will
never permit him to be in the company of Abu Lahab.”

2. Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (AS) has said, “If you recite this Surah, invoke Allah to curse
Abu Lahab, for he was among those who called Muhammad (S) a liar.

References

Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. Al Jibouri
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LESSON 4:
SCIENCE IN THE HOLY QUR’AN - THE BEE

The 16™ Surah of the Holy Qur’an is entitled An-Nahl, which means the Bee. The
name of the Surah comes from the fact that Ayat 68 and 69 of this Surah talks about

bees. The Holy Quran says
s 2

G, JL;J\ L;.w\ u\ ya\ J‘ s ooty

And your Lord /nsp/red the bee saylng, “Make your h/ves in the mountains
/ }. o’ g 7 /4, s/ 7
’('\/\)E O g ) Luj ).?&....M O,o)
7/ / / /

and in the trees and in the buildings,

s o’ s s, c 5
3 uﬁo o A Jf 6\5 5
7/
Then eat from a/l the fruits and follow the way of your Lord submissively. ”
22 g g s 22 r e s

From the/r bod/es comes a drink of d/fferent colours. In itis a medicine for men.
{ /}(/// o///‘-’//
23 INY

Truly in this is a sign for the people who ponder (An Nahl 16:68,69)

W o I 0 o e

Honey is a very healthy food. It is recommended to eat some honey every day to
keep away colds and to help in digesting food. The Holy Prophet (S) often drank
water sweetened with honey.

Honey has many uses. Recent discoveries show that it has excellent antibiotic
properties. It is now used for the treatment of wounds, burns and skin ulcers. When
honey is used on these injuries, the swelling and pain are quickly reduced. Healing
occurs rapidly with very little scarring. Honey is also very good for stomach ulcers.
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LESSON 5:
DU'A FROM THE HOLY QUR’AN

INTRODUCTION

Du’a means a prayer to Allah. It is different from Salaat, because in Du'a, you can
say the prayer in any language, at any time and in any manner you like.

Although Allah is aware of all our needs, He still likes us to ask from Him. He has
instructed us to do Du'a in the Holy Qur’an:

0} 7 0 /o/ }o }}j////
Your Lord says “Call (do Du a) to Me, | will answer you.

o//}o/o//
Sl u;w,i.o ,\f\d\

Verlly, those who are too proud to worsh/p Me,

. / Y/ ) B W
0 oa)>> ;\?u}\f‘

shall soon enter hell, disgraced. (al-Mu’min, 40:60)

We see from this verse that Allah not only invites us to do Du’a, He promises that He
will answer our prayer. He also says that Du'a is a form of worship.

The importance of Du’a is seen in Salaat, where there is a special opportunity to do
Du’a. This is in Qunoot. In this lesson, we will learn the meanings of some Du’a that
are found in the Holy Qur’an.

Dua1

7 o/ /0// o. o.,/ /{/
O our Lord! Pour pat/ence down on us,
/ 'Kf 00 7 /07 0
{Yw} Ui//‘f \ J‘“Mu’\& b).,a)\) Lslos! g..m)j

and steady our feet and help us against the disbelieving people.
(al-Baqarah, 2:250)

The army of Talut (Saul) was dismayed to see the might of Jalut’s (Goliath’s) army
and recited this Du’a. Allah gave them victory and Prophet Dewed (A) killed Jalut.

In this Du"a, we learn that when we encounter a difficulty, we must not blame Allah
for our troubles. We should ask Him for patience and then to help us. Here we also
ask him to “steady our feet”, which means make us able to defend our beliefs against
the non-Muslims.

We should recite this Du’a constantly when faced with difficult times.

17



Dua2

Vid

Ju»)d)&b)&) LJ\) L:)

O our Lord! Give us that which You have prom/sed us through Your messengers,
s /0 Lo/ / 0 } ./

Mu\ ( o) )Pu Y 2
and do not d/sgrace us in the Day of Judgement.

£ e sbwd\ 59 ‘.)\;\

Verily You do not break ( Your) promlse (Ali- Imran 3:194)

In this Du’a we ask for Allah to ensure that we receive the good news of acceptance
on the Day of Judgement and that we should not be with the disgraced ones on that
day.

Since the rewards and favours of Allah have only been promised to those who do
good actions, by reciting this Du'a we promise that we will do those only things that
make us worthy of Allah’s promise. This is an excellent Du'a for Qunoot.

Dua3
\ ..} .o/o \ w 7
)3 } ‘W@ (,-J*". <D
&’:)/ (\;‘" -/ /

O my Lord! Make me steadfast in prayer, and also my children.
0 grr” /{/

£} - 3}53) 2

O our Lord! Accept my prayer. (Ibrahim 14:40)

This Du’a teaches us the importance of the one who is steadfast in prayer. Prophet
Ibrahim (A) read this Du'a for himself as well as his children, so that there would
never come a time when his family would not care about prayers.

Salaat is so important that if it is accepted, our other actions are also accepted, but if
our Salaat is rejected, then all our other good deeds are also rejected.

This Dua should always be recited in Qunoot and we should also recite this Du'a
after every Wajib and Mustahab Salaat for acceptance of the prayer.
This Dua should always be recited in Qunoot and we should also recite this Du'a
after every Wajib and Mustahab Salaat for acceptance of the prayer.
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Dua4 5
Nl & Q\ u\ g

There is no god but You Glory be to You

{Av} u.,.d@\ u..{u)\

=

Verily | was from the unjust. (al Anbiya, 21:87)

This was the Du"a of Prophet Yunus (A) when he was in the belly of the big fish. He
regretted his hasty departure from his people and through this prayer, he received
Allah’s help.

The Holy Aimmah (AS) have taught us that this is a powerful prayer, which turns
away calamities and causes Allah to grant your wishes. Recite this Du'a all the time.

References

Qunoot, Peer Mohamed Ebrahim Trust
Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
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LESSON 6:
SURAH AN NASR

INTRODUCTION

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has three verses. It is Surah number 110 in the
Holy Qur'an. An-Nasr means “The Help”. The name refers to the help of Allah that
bring success to every venture.

The Surah was revealed after the Muslims conquered Makka without the loss of any
lives. This was one of the last Surahs to be revealed and the Muslims sensed that
the mission of the Holy Prophet (S) was coming to an end.

Text and Translation

W | A
g J‘“ﬁ
In the Name of A//ah the Benef/cent the Merciful

{}éﬂf\} \ﬂ“u\;\

W/th the help of Allah comes Vlctory.

/}} 0/ / Y 4
() Gt m\ (2 B d L

And you see how the people are enter/ng the religion of Allah in large numbers.
So 0.0

0 ,.M J 9 u\.: ) M -C.._J
So pra/se your Lord and seek H/s protection
pd (/ sy, ¢
’{\‘“)‘ b )) QS ‘uj
/
Verily He is always Merciful.

Tafsir

Ayah 1. Allah points out that the victory and success that the Muslims enjoyed in

taking over Makka only came about when His help arrived. Similarly, it is only with
Allah’s help that we can expect success, and we should ask for His help in all our
deeds.

Ayah 2. After the conquest of Makka, the enemies of Islam realised that the Muslims
had grown so powerful that they could not be stopped. As a result, tribe after tribe
came to the Prophet (S) in Makka and later in Madina, to accept Islam at his hands.

Ayah 3. At each event of success we should praise and glorify Allah, for we are only
successful by his help and mercy. “Istighfar” in this verse does not been seeking
forgiveness on the part of the Prophet (S), since he is sinless. It means seeking
protection from any shortcomings on behalf of the Muslims and from any evil
intention of the enemies of Islam.
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Merits of Reciting Surah An Nasr

1. The Prophet (S) has said, "Whoever recites this Surah will be regarded as
though he was present with me when Makka was opened (for the Muslim
troops)."

2. Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (AS) has said that whoever recites this Surah in his
Wajib or Mustahab prayers will be granted victory by Allah over his enemies.

3. Imam "Ali ar-Ridha (AS) has said that if one recites this Surah in a Wajib or
Mustahab prayer, Allah will grant him victory over all his enemies and will
enable him to perform what is obligatory.

4. The Surah is also recommended to be recited when one has lost a
possession, and is asking for Allah’s help in finding it.

References

Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. Al Jibouri
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LESSON 7:
HURUF AL-MUQATTA-AT - LETTERS OF ABBREVIATION

In the Holy Qur’an, 30 Surahs start with letters and not words. These are called the
Huruf al-Mugqatta-at. These letters are abbreviations for words whose meaning is
only known to Allah, Prophet Muhammad (S) and the Aimmah (AS).

It is Haraam to try to imagine or create meanings for these letters. Our Aimmah (AS)
have hinted that the letters are a key to understanding the deeper meanings of the
verses of the Holy Qur’an.

These abbreviations can be said to be amongst the “ambiguous verses” about which

the Holy Qur'an says:
s oo // / /s
LQ\ .,\S/ | o

It is He Who has revealed to you the Book (Qur’an).
g s 200 8 g S~ St
o bl 4.
/
Some of its verses are precise in meaning -

2) }
um

they are the foundat/on of the book -
VAR . 24

/
and others have several possible meanings...(Ali Imran, 3:7)

The Prophet (S) and our 12 Aimmah (AS) only have explained some meanings of
some of these abbreviations.

List of Abbreviations

Alphabets Surah Numbers in which they appear
$,Jl 2,3, 29, 30, 31, 32
u.A.Q_” 7
|
JJI 10, 11,12, 14,15
ol 13
I
[
dda 20
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26, 28
27
36
38
40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46
42

50

S S S .

68

Some of the Meanings

el Anallahu Mugtadirus Sadiq

| am Allah the Omnipotent True One

i

oS

K - Kafi- Self-sufficient

H - Hadi - the Guide

Y - Yad - Hand (the symbol of strength, power and authority
"A - "Alim - the All-knowing

S - Sadiq - The True One

ds

At -Tayyab - Clean
At -Tahir - Pure

According to Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (AS), this is a name of the Holy Prophet (S).

!

ik

Isme A’zam - the Greatest name of Allah (according to Shaykh Qummi)

[

o
Ya-0O: S-Insaan -Man

“O perfect Man” - A name of the Holy Prophet (S)
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LESSON 8:
PROPHET IBRAHIM (A) AND THE MAGIANS

When Prophet Ibrahim (A) had to leave his home town, he proceeded towards Baytul
Mugaddas (Jerusalem). On his way, he came across a group of people who
worshipped the stars. These people were called the Magi. He decided to guide them
towards Allah. To teach them the error of their ways, he used a very polite way of
approach. He introduced himself as a star-worshipper also and then sat down at night
to worship with them. The Holy Qur'an says:

o 7 P o s s 0 S s sz
o u\,w\ OX RN RPIREILS

Thus did We show Ibrah/m the k/ngdom (the governmg laws) of the heavens and the earth,

{ve) w’ w OJQQ

so that he could be of those who are sure.
o g/ g

EXPVII
Sl e o> LB
Then when the night grew dark on him, he saw a star.
/.~’2 2 AL Lt & R A
) oW Y J6 ol Lls s i 6
Vi / w/

He said, “(Is) this my Lord'?” Then When it set, he said, “I do not love the setting ones.”
Vv avd

u)) i 06 Lc)b At G

Then when he say the moon r/se glowmg, he sa/d “(Is) this my Lord?”
00 s/ //

Gy S i G 588 2 e o J6

Then, when it set he sa/d “If my Lord had not gu:ded me, | would certainly have been of
those who have gone astray.”

y ) 7z s A A AN \// ¢ 7
).,ST\,\_A 2o e JB ool el gl L
w7/ Vd
Then when he (Ibrahim) saw the sun rise all brilliant, he said, “(Is) this my Lord? (After all)

th/s is the greatest ”
0o 7

{V/\}Q J'“"L“:"h;))u)\f)’ &bww
Then, when it set, he sa/d “Omy people/ / dls;eg/a/te myself of what you worship besides
Allah e s es o L
S )YU UUL«J‘ i &v\ﬁ dé") CVE S
Verily, | have/truly turned my face to Him, Who created/ theheavens and the ee:r/th, upright,

() 355 5 BTG

and | am not of the polythe/sts (Mushrlkm) (al An"am, 6:76-79)

/

Reference
The Holy Qur'an, S V Mir Ahmad "Ali
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LESSON 9:
SURAH AL BAYYINAH

INTRODUCTION

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has eight verses. It is Surah number 98 in the
holy Qur'an. The name of the Surah derives from the word “Bayyinah” meaning
“clear proof” which appears in the first verse.

Text and translation

J'””“ o)l «mﬁ

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

o:};o}o‘; um\ J.A\ \jﬁ/ v\f‘u}gjo/

Vad

1. Those among the people of the book who disbelieved, and the polytheists,

{ }}//o }}/4/ Lf.} :/}

could not have been freed (from fa/se beI/efs) until the clear evidence came to them,
Sos { s 2 s

z. é /}
{0 el G Jo 2 0,

/
2. (In the) messenger from Allah reciting (to them) the purified scripture,

L A
’(Y’)‘ w* g.:-{ L@.;J
/ /
3. Which contains eternal laws.

() L85G 0 5 9 L 155t 20 355

4. Those who had been given the book were not d/wded amongst themselves till after the
clear evidence had come to them.

UJJJ\ w.a.\NA.U\ \}M 9\ \)),4\

5. They were not commanded except that they should Worshlp A/Iah be sincerely devoted to
Him in religion,
V4 2

R S N {o}/ Y
{o)‘ &o.:a.!\ o U/UAJ 3\53“ \);3;*) a2 ‘}M)) BN
7/ / / /
and that they should establish prayer and give the poor rate, and that is truly the eternal
religion

JS)LfJ\} uL(J\ J.A\ xS ,\f\ 3\

6. Verily those among the people of the book Who d/sbe//eve and the polythe/sts

( /0 (//
shall ab/de in the fire on hel/ They are the worst of creatures

v }wﬁ L o 2,\:3,\ udeaJ\ \,L.,.p, RAREA (]

7. Verily, those who believe and do good deeds are the best of created beings;
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o 7 7 o}}//

("f’j) M VA}P

8. Thelr recompense /s with their Lord:
7 o o s 0s B g

\.\.:\ \.;.,9 u;,\l\;- )L@)Y\ \.@.;u d‘);:.: u.\; ol

everlasting gardens beneath which rivers flow, where they will abide forever;
{}}{// /o0 s s S S s 0 S Sy s

o)u.‘.}u,du)bw\,a)) (..@.&«U\u,@)

- ./
Allah is well-pleased with them and they are well-pleased with Him. This is for him who fears
his Lord.

Tafsir

Ayah 1: The Jews and the Christians had already changed their scriptures so much
that they could no longer separate the truth from falsehoods. The Holy Qur'an came
as a clear evidence “Bayyinah” to correct their mistakes and to guide the idol-
worshippers as well.

Ayah 2: The clear evidence was recited to them by the Prophet (S) and the verses
were collected and recorded. The word “Suhuf’ means pages and from this word,
copies of the Holy Qur’an are called “Mushaf”

Ayat 3, 4: The Holy Qur’an contains all the good and truth contained in the previous
Books but also much more, the final word of Allah was revealed to serve the Muslims
till the Day of Judgement.

Ayah 5: The Tawrat and Injil both taught that there was no God but Allah and not to
worship anyone else.

Ayah 6, 7: If after they have received the guidance, the Jews and Christians refuse
to accept it and instead distort their own teachings, for them is the fire of hell - they
are the worst of creatures. On the other hand anyone who believes in the teachings
of Islam, and acts upon these teachings, they are the best of creatures.

According to a Hadith, “Khairul Bariyyah” refers to Imam "Ali (A) and his followers.

Ayah 8: The reward for obedience is the pleasure of Allah and permanent stay on
heaven.

Merits of Reciting Surah al Bayyinah

1. The Prophet (S) has said that one who recites it will be gathered on the Day of
Judgement with the best of Allah's creation. He has also said, "Had people
known what merits it contains, they would have left their families and wealth aside
and learned it."

2. Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (A) has said that whoever recites this Surah will be free
from Shirk (associating a partner with Allah) and Allah will grant him an easy trial.

References

Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
Ramadhan, Hakim and Philosophy, Yasin T. Al Jibouri
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LESSON 10:
SURAH AT TIN

INTRODUCTION

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has eight verses. It is Surah number 95 in the
Holy Qur'an. The name of the Surah derives from the word “Tin” (Fig) which appears
in the first verse.

Text and Translation

> W o)l «m r "
/
In the Name of Al/ah the Benef/cent the Merciful
o( /
1. By the fig and the ollve,
/ 2 s
{‘} o Jsbs
/s / /
2. By the mountain Sinai,

{}wy\ //o ///

3 And by this /nwo/ate crty,
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4 Indeed We created in the best form,
/ //o /} /0// ;}
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5. Then We reversed him to the lowest of the Iow
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6. Except those who believe and do good deeds for whom there is never-end/ng

recompense.
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7. (O man) What then after thls can make you bel/e the final judgement?

{1} w{w\ J.i,u L L

Is not Allah the most just of all judges?
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Tafsir

Ayat 1-3: Allah swears by the Fig and the Olive in the opening statement of the
Surah. Wherever Allah makes such solemn statements in the Holy Qur’an, he refers
to objects from His creation, referring to an aspect of that object that is to be
pondered over.

The next two verses refer to the places where the Tawrah and Qur'an were revealed,
so the first verse may refer to such a place also. It is said that “Tin” is the name of a
mountain in Damascus, and Zaitoon, another mountain in Palestine. They were
named after the fruits that grew on them and these were the places that Prophets
‘Isa (A) and Musa (A) and other Israelite Prophets used to go to receive the
commandments from Allah.

The mountain of Sinai was where the Tawrah was revealed to Prophet Musa (A).

“Baladul Amin” which means the “City of Security” refers to Makka where the final
revelation of Allah, the Holy Qur’an, began.

Ayat 4, 5: Man is indeed the most complex of all creatures. His brain gives him
superiority over the rest of the animals. If man guards himself against evil, he
becomes better than the angels. But, when man loses control of his actions, he is
capable of becoming worse than the lowest of animals.

The verse can also refer to the fact that as man advances in age, he loses his
strength as his body deteriorates and finally he is once again brought to the same
stage of helplessness that he experienced in infancy.

Ayat 6: A reminder that the life of this world is just a time for man to prepare his
heaven or hell. For the one who wishes eternal happiness, the solution is simple -
believe and do good deeds.

Ayat 7, 8: There are so many proofs in man’s own creation about the trial in this
world and the certainty of the Day of Judgement yet man persists in doubting and
disobeying. And Allah is the best judge of the worth of each man’s actions.

Merits of Reciting Surah at-Tin

The Prophet (S) has said that Allah will give two merits to anyone who recites this
Surah regularly - good health and Islamic conviction as long as he lives.

Imam Ja’'far as Sadiqg (A) has said, “Whoever recites it in his obligatory and optional
prayers will be given of Paradise whatever pleases him.”

References

Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. Al Jibouri
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LESSON 11:
MORAL LESSONS FROM THE HOLY QUR’AN

ATTITUDE TOWARDS PARENTS
Islam lays great emphasis on the respect towards parents. In the Holy Qur’an, Allah

usually enjoms klndness to parents |n the same verse as He orders His worship:
o/ 0 o}/// 0o S Sro
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Worship Allah and do not /om any partners W/th Him; and do good to the parents...
(An Nisa, 4:36)

In many places, we have been commanded to be kind to our parents. The Holy

Quran says:
\.L..,} w.\j\y QL‘;Y\

We have enjoined upon human be/ngs kindness to parents
(‘Ankabut, 29:8)

/o{ s’

Allah gives one of the reasons man should be grateful to his parents and pray for

them:
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bb}-\ w.\l\f QL.,;Y\

We have enjoined upon man to do good to his parents;
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his mother bears him with pain, and with pain she g/ves birth to him;
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and bearing him and weaning h/m takes thlrty months.
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When he atta/ns maturity, and reaches the age of forty,
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he says, “O my Lord! Awaken me that | may thank you for the bounties
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that You have bestowed on me and my parents,
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and that | may do good which pleases You,
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and do good to me with regard to my children.
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Verily I turn in repentance to You, and verily, | am one of those who submit” (al-
Ahqaf, 46:15)

The Holy Qur'an repeats about the high status of parents in many places. Here is an

example:
o }los
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Your Lord has commanded that you shall not Worship (any one) but Him, and do
good to the parents
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If one or both of them reach old age in your I/fet/me then do not

/}o/o/// s /S
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say to them a word of d/spleasure (even “Uf’) and do not scold them
/ 0z 7 S S
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and speak to them W/th k/ndness
/
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and lower to them the wing of hum/l/ty out of mercy.
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And say, “My Lord/ Have mercy on them
1
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just as they looked after me When | was small” ( Bani Isra-il, 17:23,24)
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LESSON 12:
MORAL LESSONS FROM THE HOLY QUR’AN

CHARMS OF EVERYDAY CONVERSATION

In many places, the Holy Qur'an teaches us how to converse with each other. Here
are a few verses.

Gyl 33 355 D u,,\f\

O you who believe! Be mindful of Allah’s laws (adopt Taqwah) and speak the right
speech (al Ahzab, 33:70)

/}. / 9 0s0  ~ /8 sos 0 S, & S g
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Allah does not like the utterance of evil in (public) speech, except by one who has
been wronged;

a{\u\} &A; C.oe.; iﬁ\ ;@

/ /
and Allah hears all, knows all (an Nisa, 4:148)

/2/ /
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Be moderate in your bear/ng (manner) and Iower your voice.

{\ﬂ}M u;/aj/ u\,aY\ Kl d\

Truly the most repulsrve of vorces is the braying of the ass
(Lugman, 31:19)

yo/ 200 / 0 /7
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And who is better in speech than the one
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7/ / /
Who calls (peop/e) to Allah and does a good deed
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and says, “Truly | am of the Musl/ms. ”(Ha Mim, 41:33)
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When you are greeted with a greeting, then answer back
0y 0 /7 0 ¥
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/ /
with one better, or (at least) return the same. (An Nisa, 4:86)

go/. g/.e// g Joyg 0z
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/

kind words and forgiveness are better
Ly sHrres AL S v

85 gas Boo
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Ve /
than charity followed by injury. (al Baqarah, 2:263)

References

The Holy Qur'an, S V Mir Ahmad "Ali
Qur’an for Children, Abdul Rauf & Laleh Bakhtiar
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LESSON 13:
MORAL LESSONS FROM THE HOLY QUR’AN

PATIENCE

Patience is a quality that is often thought to be a passive and inactive one -
sometimes, people even think that a patient person is a cowardly one. However,
patience is an active and positive action, and requires bravery. The Holy Qur'an

says:
Y - Vv o) o W’ & ¢ s s
Ll fe uegadl oh LA Ll b
/ / Vi /s 7/ w/
O Prophet! Urge the believers to fight.
o// o}o//}//}o. 0o, }/.
/ / 7/
If there be of you twenty pat/ent men, they shall overcome two hundred,
s S - /o/o}o/ 4, o 2 /
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/ / 7/

and if there be of you a hundred, they shall overcome one thousand of those who
disbelieve,

/ }/o/ go/ o}(/
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because they are a people who do not understand. (al Anfal, 8:65)

From the above verse we say that the quality of patience is the quality of a brave
soldier. Why is patience so important and what is its definition? The Prophet (S) said
that patience means to endure difficult times without blaming Allah or accusing Him
of anything. It also means to carry on with one’s responsibilities in spite of the
difficulties.

The Holy Qur an quotes Lugman:
s S8/ 2os 0 0 o s g 2 s
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O my son, establish prayer, enjoin good, forbid evil,
s S L /

7 0 0 /
7/
And bear patiently that which befalls you.
S 0o/ 0 A
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Truly, these are acts of steadfastness (Luqgman, 31:17)
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The Prophet (S) said that patience was in three things:

1. Patience in worship: This means that when a Muslim finds certain acts of
worship difficult, like fasting or waking up for prayers or giving Khums, even then
he perseveres.

2. Patience in Sin: This is when man resists temptation to sin - this is also a kind of
patience.

3. Patience when faced with calamity: To endure and not to blame Allah is also
patience.

It is no wonder that Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:
/s /7 /7

1 v &
£y pplall e A1)
Y 7/
Truly, Allah is with the patient ones.(al Anfal, 8:46)

And,
’ ¢ 4 P
) onlall Cow A1
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Allah loves the patient ones (Ali Imran, 3:146)
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LESSON 14:
PARABLES IN THE HOLY QUR’AN

Parables are examples used by Allah in the Holy Qur'an to make us understand and
think about His message.

The Parable of the Good Word and the Evil Word

The parable of the good word is a famous one and there are several meanings to the
verse. The Holy Qur’an says:

VA N O
W O 4o ).:(J\

Do you not see how Allah sets forth a parable?

= ///// 7 /’/

A goodly Word is like a goodly tree,

(o) L0 Qi}?} w/ o

whose root is ﬁrmly ﬁxed and its branches age in heaven;
[
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It yields its frun‘ in every season by the permission of its Lord.
APy
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And Allah sets forth parables for mankind So that they may reflect.
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The I/keness of an ev1l Word is I/ke an evil trez -
[} 0

7/ f Va4 ¢
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it is uprooted from the ean‘h S surface it does not have stab/I/ty (Ibrahim, 14:24-26)

The Prophet (S) has said that the “goodly tree” is Islam. Belief in Allah is its root.
Salaat, Sawm, Zakaat, Khums and Jihad are its branches. Reliance upon Allah,
good manners, piety and staying away from whatever is forbidden are its leaves.

The parable of the evil tree refers to the enemies of Islam, the Prophet (S) and his
Ahlul Bayt (A). The Prophet (S) has said that this parable refers to the Bani
Umayyah.

The Parable of the Smooth Hard Rock and the Garden on thezEIevated Ground.
7z ) e 7
/

O you who belleve’ Do not rende }your char/ty worthless by reproach and injury,
00 7

s }//
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like he who spends h/s Wealth to be seen by men and does not bel/eve in Al/ah and the last
day.
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So his likeness is as the Iikeness of a smooth hard rock W/th ean‘h upon it, then a heavy rain
falls upon it, and it leaves it bare.
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They shall not be able to ga/n anyth/ng of what they have earned (in this world).

£ 11k Jj@\ /r;jo\ ks.w NP

And A//ah does not guide the d/sbe//evmg people.
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And the I/keness of those Who spend the/r Wealth to seek Allah’s pleasure,
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and to assert themse/ves in devot/on /s}as the l/keness of a garden on an elevated ground.
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Heavy ra/n fal/s upon it and it y/eld its fruit twofold;
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and if heavy rain does not fal/ upon it, then gentle shower is sufficient.
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And Allah sees What you do. (al Baqarah, 2:264,265)

When we give charity, it should not be to show off, or to make the seeker of help feel
small and embarrassed. By reminding the one you have helped makes the charity
worthless. The parable tells us that we are like bare rocks and we cover ourselves
with the fertile soil of good acts. But by making our acts worthless, the fertile soil is
washed off, leaving us bare once again.

But when we give solely for the pleasure of Allah, there is a twofold benefit. Firstly, it
purifies us, and secondly it improves the welfare of the needy. The act is blessed by
Allah. The reference to the garden means that the good act is like a tall tree with
strong roots. Even with light rain the roots will be nourished because they are deep
in the ground.
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LESSON 15:
SURAH AT TAKATHUR

INTRODUCTION

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has eight verses. It is Surah number 102 in the
Holy Qur'an. “Takathur” means “Excessiveness” and the title of the Surah refers to
the activity of competing for luxuries and plentitude.

Text and Translation

W | A
Jos J“f
In the Name of A//ag,)the Bengf/);:ent, the Merciful
b g s o
) S0 ST
1. Competing for plentitude keeps you occupied.
/ // o S }o } &

’(}y RSB

2. Until you come to the graves.

{v};;Lﬁ::;}“ §@/

3. No, soon you will come to know (your error);

€y 508 G385

4. No, no, soon you will come to know (your error).

{}wﬁj\/ric/}/o/;/g\{

5. No, if only you knew it with certain knowledge.
/o0 gl
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6. You sha// certain/y see hell fire.
s 0/ /(} s (}
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7. You shall certa/n/y see it with sure vision
s0s g we Br g }

3 fw o dem S
Then, on that day, you shall be quest/oned about the bounties
(you enjoyed).

37



Tafsir

Ayah 1: Takathur refers to competition among the people for superiority in wealth
and property. It makes man so engrossed in the pursuit of material things that he
becomes heedless about the hereafter. In this verse there is a clear warning to
devote some time for spiritual development also.

Ayat 2-7. When faced with graves, man looks at his own life critically. Sometimes, he
changes for the better as a result. When a man dies he leaves all his material
possessions behind. He remains in no doubt about the nature of the next world,
because he sees it unveiled in front of him. This certainty comes only after death,
and it is necessary for man to be prepared for the hereafter, which is why the verse
is repeated twice.

Ayah 8: Man enjoys countless blessings from Allah. With the blessings comes
responsibility. On the Day of Judgement, man will have to account for all that he was
given in this world.

Merits of Reciting Surah at Takathur

. The Prophet (S) has said that one who recites this Surah will not be tried by Allah,
regarding the blessings which He bestowed upon him.

. The one who recites this Surah will be regarded as though he has recited a
thousand verses of the Holy Qur'an. The Prophet (S) once asked, “can anyone
among you read one thousand verses from the Qur'an a day?' The Muslims replied,
'O Messenger of Allah! Who can?!" He said, 'Can anyone among you recite Surah at-
Takathur?!" He has also said, "Whoever recites this Surah when he goes to bed will
be protected from the grave's trial."

References

Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmad "Ali
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. Al Jibouri
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LESSON: 16

Surat al-Insan - Feeding the poor, orphan & captive

Learning Objectives

e To provide a explanation of verses 5-12 of Surat al-Insan.
e To memorise verses 8-9 of Surat al-Insan

/O &
.
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Indeed the pious will drink from a cup seasoned with Kafur [76:5]

The word “abraar” is the plural of “barr” which originally means “broadness and expansiveness.” For this
reason dry land and vast deserts, as opposed to large bodies of water, are called “barr”. Thus, this term is
applied to the righteous because their good deeds have extensive effects on society.

n u

just” or “to act justly.” The difference between “khayr” and “birr” is
that “khayr” has a greater meaning of “goodness” accompanied by intention.

The word “birr’” means “to be pious

The word “kaafur’” means “good smelling.” Another meaning is “fragrant plant” or a plant which has a
sweet fragrance. The other meaning is that it is an extraordinary white and cool substance. Also, this verse
indicates that this purifying drink is so fragrant that it is enjoyed both through the senses of taste and smell.
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A fountain from which the servants of Allah shall drink; they make it to flow a (goodly) flowing forth. [76:6]

This verse refers to the fountainhead from which this cup of divine drink is filled. This purified fountain is
under their control in such a way that it flows wherever they wish.

In a tradition reported from Imam al-Baqir (AS), he provides a description of the fountain described in the
verse. This fountain is placed in the house of the Prophet (SAW) and from there it flows to the houses of
the previous Prophets and believers. As in this world, the fountain of knowledge and mercy flow from the
Prophet’s house towards the servants of Allah and the righteous, and in the next world, the fountain of the
divine pure drink will originate from his house to the houses of the other believers.

fbisd 83 O Ugs 085 ,ddL Osbd

They fulfill their vows and fear a day whose ill will be widespread.
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And they give food out of love for Him to the poor and the orphan and the captive:
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We only feed you for Allah's sake; we desire from you neither reward nor thanks:
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Surely we fear from our Lord a stern, distressful day.
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Therefore Allah win guard them from the evil of that day and cause them to meet with ease and happiness;
B> 5 Ine & WAl
And reward them, because they were patient, with garden and silk [76:7-12]

The Occasion of Revelation

Almost all the well-known Muslim Scholars agree that these verses were revealed when the following
events took place:

One morning Sayyida Fatema (AS) found out that her sons, Hassan and Hussain were not well. The holy
Prophet (SAW) came to see them and advised Ali (AS) and Fatema (AS) to make a promise (nadhr) to Allah
(SAW) that they would observe fasts for three consecutive days for their recovery. After a short while both
of them recovered.

So Ali (AS), Fatima (AS) Hassan (AS) Hussain (AS) and Fizza fasted for three days. On the first night after
their fast, when they were preparing to break their fast, a poor man came to their door and said, “Peace
be upon you, O Ahlul Bayt of the Messenger of Allah, | am a poor man. | am hungry. Give me something
to eat. May Allah bestow upon you from divine sustenance.” All of them gave priority to him and gave their
shares. That night they broke their fast with only water.

The following day they fasted again, but like the previous day, an orphan came to the door. Once more
they gave away their bread and ate nothing but water.

The next day they fasted for the third time. This day a captive came to their house and they repeated their
charity.

On the fourth day, Ali (AS) took Hassan (AS) and Hussain (AS) to see the holy Prophet (SAW). When the
Prophet (SAW) saw their condition, they were trembling with hunger, he said, “It grieves me to see you in
this condition.” Then he stood up and walked with them. When he arrived at their home, he found Fatima
(AS) praying. At this moment Jibrael descended and said: “O Mohammad, Allah congratulates you for
having such a family.” And then Jibrael recited to him Surat al-Insan.

Donating food at the time of severe self-need requires great generosity. It was not simply feeding
someone, since their action demanded sacrifices at a time when they themselves, were in greatest need.
Their deed conforms with the teaching of the verse 92 of Surat Aal Imran which says: “By no means shall
you attain righteousness unless you give in the of Allah that which you love....”
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And reward them, because they were patient, with garden and silk [76:12]
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Allah will reward them in special gardens of Heaven and will dress them in the best clothes due to their
patience, and their loyalty to their vow, fasting and donating their food to the poor, orphan and captive at
the time when they were in need of it and were preparing to break their fast.

There are many other verses throughout the Holy Qur’an, where it is mentioned that all rewards, in the
Hereafter, are paid in full for man’s patience, patience in obedience, patience in avoiding sins and patience
in standing firm against difficulties and hardships.
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‘Peace be to you, for your patience.” How excellent is the reward of the [ultimate] abode! [13:24]
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Indeed | have rewarded them today for their patience. They are indeed the triumphant.’ [23:111]
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LESSON: 17

Du'a From the Holy Qur’an — 2

Du’a3
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O our Lord! Forgive me and my parents and the believers on the Day of Judgement. [Ibrahim, 14:41]

This is a Du’a that should be recited in Qunoot. This Du’a was recited by Prophet Ibrahim (A). It teaches us
to especially pray for our parents, who we owe so much. We can never repay them for their love and
kindness accept by praying for them.

Du’a4
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O my Lord! Have mercy on them just as they nourished (looked after) me when | was small. [Bani-Isra’il,
17:24]

When we were small and helpless, our parents did everything for us. Without them, we would not be here.
We must always respect them and pray for them.

This Du’a and the previous one are the best prayers we can have for our parents and we should try to
always recite both of them in Qunoot.

Du’a
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e
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O my Lord! Increase my knowledge! [Ta-Ha, 20:114]

This is a prayer that must always be on our lips. We should seek knowledge so we can understand better
our duty to Allah. This Du’a should be recited 7 times after every Wajib Salaat to increase knowledge.

References
Qunoot, Peermohamed Ebrahim Trust
Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
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LESSON: 18 THE DUAS OF PROPHET IBRAHIM (AS)
PLAN:

1. STARTER: Ask children to recap the story of Prophet Ibrahim (AS) and the idols as
learnt in lesson 2 last term. One child starts it off, another carries on and all get a
turn to contribute to the story by listening and adding to the previous person.

2. LESSON: Discuss the dua he recited when thrown into the fire (with meaning).
Continue lesson as per notes and finish with activity and plenary.

The Duas of Prophet Ibrahim (AS)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

To reflect on some of the duas and understand their application in our lives:

e To understand that Allah is sufficient for us.
e To reflect on how we can build up our faith to understand that Allah can be our
support system in everything we do.

Prophet Ibrahim had broken all the idols except the largest one in the main temple while
the people were celebrating their festival outside the town. When they returned and found
what had happened to their gods, they were shocked and said, "Who has done this cruel
thing to our lords?" One of them said, "It must be Ibrahim. He has always hated idol
worship."

Prophet Ibrahim was brought to court to face trial for damaging the idols. When he was
asked whether he was guilty he replied, "It must have been done by the biggest idol. Ask
him about it." But the people said, "Our idols do not talk or answer questions." Now Prophet
Ibrahim took the opportunity to make the people understand how useless their idols were.
He said, "Shame on you! How can you worship pieces of wood and stone. They do not know
anything and can neither harm nor benefit you."

However, nobody was willing to listen to his words and he was declared guilty. The people
began to shout, "Burn him alive! Let him be with his Lord."

The Holy Qur'an says:

“They cried, "Burn him alive and avenge your gods, if you want to take any action.”
[Surah al-Anbiyaa’ 21:68]

Namrud decided to burn Prophet Ibrahim alive to please his idols. He ordered that wood be
collected to make a huge bonfire. So much wood was brought that when the fire was lit, no

one could get close enough to throw Prophet Ibrahim into it.

Namrud decided to build a large catapult and Prophet Ibrahim was thrown into the fire
using this catapult. When Prophet Ibrahim was flying in the air towards the fire, the angel
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Jibraeel came to ask him if he needed his help. Prophet Ibrahim replied, "No | need help
from Allah only."

OS5l ands 40 Gia

'Allah is sufficient for us and He is the best disposer of affairs!’

(Sura Aale-Imran, 3: 173).

Prophet Ibrahim (AS) put all his faith in Allah and recited the above dua.
The Holy Qur'an says:

When they threw him in the fire, We commanded, "O fire! Be cool and comfortable for
Ibrahim.”
[Surah al-Anbiyaa’ 21:68]

Prophet Ibrahim (AS) put all his faith into Allah. His father was his bitter enemy, the

public were against him, and the king of the time was enraged with humility. Their hatred
and humiliation led the people to plan a terrible punishment.

However, Prophet Ibrahim (AS) did not fret nor fear. He did not care for the taunts of the
people. He remained occupied in calling the people to Allah. At such a critical time when all
earthly supports were removed, and all outward means of assistance lost Prophet Ibrahim
(AS) placed his faith in the Supporter of all who support and the Assistant of all

assistants, the assistance of the One Allah.

And Allah did not abandon his high-ranking Nabi. He reduced the plots of the enemy to
dust.

At that moment the fire became “Cool and Tranquil” for Prophet Ibrahim (AS). His enemy
could not harm him in the least.

This is the Greatness of Faith and this is the Help that Allah has promised to those who place
their total trust in Him.

This and the various miracles which the Prophet Muhammed (SAW) has informed us about
may sound incredulous. But we should think about the fact that if this dua, recited by
Prophet Ibrahim (AS) had such an effect on the fire, at the command of Allah (SWT) how
much more powerful is the Creator of such beings?

This Dua, therefore, can be recited in times of hardship and challenges. This Dua appears in

the following verse of Surah Aal-e-Imran and was revealed to Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
when his enemies had gathered around him during the battle of Uhud.
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“and who, when the people told them: "Your enemies have mustered a great force against
you: fear them," grew more firm in their faith and replied: "Allah's help is all-sufficient for
us. He is the best protector."

[Surah ale-Imraan’(3:173]

DISCUSSION POINTS:

e What would you have done if you had been in the position of Prophet Ibrahim with
the whole world against you and a raging fire in front of you.

e Why do you think Allah put Prophet Ibrahim (AS) in such a situation?

e What can we learn from this story and dua of Prophet Ibrahim (AS)?

REFLECTION:

e Take a couple of minutes to think about a situation in your life during which you felt
like giving up because it was too hard and things were not going right.

e Do you think you can build up enough faith in Allah to understand that there are
times when He will test us and that we have to be patient and aware that he will not
test us beyond our capabilities?

ACTIVITY:

In groups, create a mind map of ways in which we can strengthen our faith in Allah.

REFERENCE:

e http://www.everymuslim.co.za/index.php/articles-menu/personalities-menu/64-
prophets-of-allah/871-life-of-prophet-ebrahimas
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LESSON: 19
Going for the ziyarah of the Ahl al-Bayt (A)

Learning Objectives

e Why do we go for the ziyarah of the Ahl al-Bayt (A)?
e What do we do when on ziyarah?
e Memorise verses 4:100 & 3:169

Going for ziyarah refers to visiting the burial place of the Holy Prophet (S) and his blessed family and
progeny (A), be it in modern day Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Iran, Syria or elsewhere. The Ma‘siimin (A) have placed
great emphasis in the importance of going for ziyarah and the reward one gains as a result.

Why do we go for the ziyarah of the Ahl al-Bayt (A)?

1) Through going for ziyarah, we aim to pay our respects to these special servants of Allah (SWT) and renew
our pledges with them of being their sincere followers. We reflect upon their lives, their teachings and their
sacrifices for the sake of Allah (SWT) and try to implement these in our own lives back at home.

2) Going to ziyarah provides us with a much needed time out from our busy lives in order to build ourselves
spirituality in the proximity of the holy personalities, such that we can return home spiritually charged and
more able to face the many tests that await us.

As is described in the following verse, by undertaking this journey, we are fleeing to Allah (SWT) and His

Messenger (S):
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and whoever goes forth from his house fleeing to Allah and His Apostle, and then death overtakes him, his reward
is indeed with Allah and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. [4:100]

3) The shrines of these holy personalities are very special places. In our ahadith, we are told that thousands
of angels are continuously descending to these places and then ascending back to heaven. When we ask
for our prayers from these holy places, they are accepted much faster.

In the Qur’an, we also learn the effects of praying from these special places. Prophet Zakariyyah (A) really
wanted a child, but he had reached an old age and his wife was not able to have children. When he saw
the special favours that Allah (SWT) gave Sayyidah Maryam (A) at her prayer place, he used this special
location in order to make his own prayers for a child. His prayers were immediately answered:
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Her Lord graciously accepted her and made her grown in goodness, and entrusted her to the charge of Zakariyyah.
Whenever Zakariyyah went in to see her in her sanctuary, he found her supplied with provisions. He said, "Mary,
how is it you have these provisions? and she said, "They are from God: God provides limitlessly for whoever He

will."
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There Zakariyyah prayer to his Lord, saying, "Lord, from Your grace grant me virtuous offspring: You hear every
prayer."
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The angels called out to him, while stood praying in the sanctuary, "God gives you news of Yahya, confirming a
Word from God. He will be noble and chaste, a prophet, one of the righteous." [3:37-9]

4) Just because these holy personalities are not physically alive anymore, doesn't mean they can't hear us
and know our situation. The Qur’an is very clear that who die in the way of Allah (SWT) are alive and
sustained by Him:
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Think not of those slain in the way of Allah as dead. Indeed they are living, (and) are provided sustenance from
their Lord [3:169]

When we go for the ziyarah of the Ahl al-Bayt (A), we are required to seek permission to enter their shrines
by reciting the idhn al-dukhdl (permission to enter). One of the things we say in this is the following:
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O Allah, I hold (as an article of faith) this honoured place of pilgrimage as sacred, in his invisibility just as | was
certain and sure of his sanctity in his presence. | know that Your messenger and Your representatives (peace be
upon them) are alive, receiving sustenance from You. They see my place of spiritual state, hear my words and
answer my Salaam. Although You have shut off their speech from my hearing, but you have unlocked the door
of my understanding because of my delightful recitation of their merits.
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Class activity

In pairs, discuss your experiences from your last journey for ziyarah. If you have not been, discuss why you
would like to go.

Did you know?

On the day of ‘Arafah, the angels descend to the Shrine of Imam al-Husayn (AS) and listens to the prayers
of the zuwwar before they go to the plains of ‘Arafah to hear the prayers of the hujjaj.

Key Points

1) Through going for ziyarah, we pay our respects and renew our allegiance to the Ma‘sumin (A). We reflect
on their lives and try to implement their teachings in our life. We get to work on ourselves spiritually while
we are away from our busy lives.

2) These special places are where our prayers are accepted much faster due to their physical proximity.

3) The holy personalities are spiritually alive and can hear us. This is why we ask permission to enter and
send them our Salam.

Summary Questions

1) What should we pray for when we go to ziyarah?
2) Why is it important to go for ziyarah?
3) Why would our prayers be accepted much faster during ziyarah?

Guess the place and the name of all the holy personalities that are buried in each of the images below.
There may be more than one personality associated with each imagine.

HINT: There are a total of 16 personalities to be guessed! (See below)
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